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C o m pa n y  B A C K G R O U N D

Tantalus Labs, a BC-based company, was founded 
on a commitment to advancing the frontier of cannabis 
through first-principles reasoning. We cultivate 
world-class cannabis in technical greenhouses, evolving 
away from the bunker grow-op. We are a team of 
scientists, designers, and engineers committed to 
building a Sungrown future.

Cannabis has traditionally been cultivated under a 
veil, in bunkers and basements. To provide the light 
necessary for plant growth, artificial lamps tried in 
vain to emulate the power of sunlight. Today, we are 
generating a cultural revolution in cannabis growing. 
Bunker grow-ops are being replaced worldwide by 
structures that push cannabis cultivation towards a 
brighter future - modern, specialized greenhouses.

S U N L A B :  FA C T  S H E E T

F e at u r e s :

B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S :

To prove the merits of Sungrown cannabis and create the most desirable growing conditions for the plant, 
Tantalus Labs designed and developed an unprecedented, state-of-the-art, growing facility. We call it SunLab.

Rather than trying to recreate nature, SunLab uses Sungrown technologies to enhance natural inputs to create 
ideal growing conditions for cannabis.

Tantalus Labs cultivates Sungrown cannabis in 
specialized greenhouses. The company was founded 
in 2012 to revolutionize cannabis cultivation methods, 
using closed system greenhouses at the cutting edge 
of agricultural science. With the help of the 
Sungrown community, we are building a brighter 
future for cannabis.

Nearly 1% of North America’s energy is currently 
used by indoor cannabis producers. It is an unspoken 
and unnecessary drain on the grid. Innovative 
companies and their supporters can change this and 
create a brighter future for cannabis.

It’s simple. Would you grow tomatoes in a closet?

S T O R Y  A N G L E S

Tantalus Labs “The Tesla of Cannabis”, has com-
pleted construction of the most advanced cannabis 
greenhouse on Earth: SunLab

A BC-based marijuana cultivator that has been called 
the "Tesla of cannabis" is bringing the industry out 
of the darkness and into the light - literally. Shafin 
Diamond, a prominent Canadian angel investor, gave 
Tantalus Labs the moniker "Tesla of Cannabis" because 
of the company's dedication to pioneering new and 
sustainable technologies. 

Like the company behind electric cars and 
aesthetically appealing solar panels, Tantalus Labs 
optimizes for environmental stewardship. The 
completion of their facility marks a milestone for the 
transition of the cannabis industry from bunker style 
grow-ops toward regulated, sustainable operations. 

Tantalus Labs joins the new frontier of young 
companies operating with “triple bottom lines”, a term 
which references the addition of social and 
environmental imperatives to the traditional financial 
bottom line.

With a Transition to Sungrown Technologies, Legal 
Cannabis is Moving Out of the Shadows and Into 
the Light

Cannabis, a medicine used by patients across North 
America, has historically been illegal to commercially 
produce. Cannabis plants were forced to be grown 
illegally, in basements or bunkers, under artificial 
lights and in subpar conditions. Recent legislative 
changes have allowed for licensed commercial 
producers to emerge. 

Because of this, cultivators no longer need to keep 
their plants hidden, and forward thinking operators 
are starting to change their ways. Rather than a 
bunker, greenhouses are now a viable and legal 
option to produce cannabis - using natural sunlight 
for significant benefits. As much as 3% of the 
electricity used in California, for instance, goes to 
growing marijuana indoors. With a positive shift for 
the environment and a substantial reduction in 
production cost, greenhouses will quickly contribute 
to a brighter future for marijuana, as they do for 
every other major agricultural crop on Earth. 

It is illogical to grow tomatoes in a basement; 
cannabis production can now shift to more logical 
methods. Tantalus Labs was founded to design, 
build, and operate North America's first, 
purpose-built, cannabis tailored greenhouse.

S U N G R O W N

SunLab reduces electricity demand by up to 90%, compared to 
traditional indoor cannabis cultivation. The sun provides full-spectrum 
light, to nurture plants with ideal photosynthetic input.

A  N e w  S t a n d a r d  I n  A i r f l o w

Cooling the growing environment and preventing 
stagnant moisture, SunLab’s active air filtration allows 
for maximum airflow.

SunLab cycles all of its air every 7 minutes, reducing 
the risk of pests and mould to enable the highest 
quality assurance standard on Earth, naturally.

Capacity to grow 10,000 
KG/YR of world-class cannabis

State-of-the art 120,000 
square foot facility

5.3 Million litres of rainwater 
storage, enough to fill over 2 

Olympic sized swimming pools

SQ/FT FACILITY

120,000

LITRES OF RAINWATER

5.3 Million

Greenhouse arches of 24 vertical 
feet, allowing full growth of long 

flowering plants

VERTICAL FEET

24

SunLab uses up to 90% less electricity 
than traditional cannabis cultivation

LESS ELECTRICITY

90%

Cycles air every 7 minutes to 
reduce stagnant air and 

encourage growth

AIR CIRCULATION

7 Min

kg /YEAR CAPACITY

10,000

R A I N W A T E R  F E D

No fluoride. No chlorine. 
Cleaner than bottled water. 
Pure rainwater, collected, 
filtered, and dripline-fed to 
every plant. 

L E A D E R S H I P  B I O S

D A N  S U T T O N

Dan is the Founder and Managing Director of 
Tantalus Labs. Born and raised in Vancouver, BC, 
he has worked in teams developing innovative 
technologies for a diverse range of sectors, from 
high field magnetics to nuclear fuel. Dan exudes 
enthusiasm around sustainability, technology, and 
the #Sungrown cannabis movement. He was 
named to the Top 40 Under 40 Rising Stars of 
Cannabis by Marijuana Venture Magazine in 2016. 

L U C A S  J E N K I N S

Luke is the VP of Finance of Tantalus Labs. After 
graduating from McGill University, Luke 
completed his articling with KPMG Vancouver, 
spending three years in the audit group and 
another two years with KPMG Corporate Finance 
and Valuations. During his tenure at KPMG, Luke 
completed his Chartered Accountant and 
Chartered Business Valuator designations. Before 
joining team Tantalus, Luke spent three years in 
Real Estate development in Vancouver, BC.

A L E X A N D E R  C L O S E

Alex is the Creative Director of Tantalus Labs, and 
a focused brand engineer and technologist. He 
successfully co-founded, built to profitability, and 
exited his first startup, The Social Feed, in 2011, 
and has worked with companies on branding and 
digital strategies ranging in scope from concept to 
Fortune 100. He takes pride in delighting those 
whom notice the details.

BC Bud is Getting Left Behind, and Firms like 
Tantalus Labs are Changing That

Cannabis is positioned to become a multi-billion 
dollar industry in Canada through upcoming 
legalization. Around the world, BC Bud is a 
household name. The plant has a rich history on the 
west coast, yet the Province is getting left behind in 
the legal industry. 

Today, over 90% of the legal production of cannabis 
takes place in Ontario. Firms like Tantalus Labs are 
changing this, with new infrastructure built to carry 
the torch for the rich history of British Columbian 
cannabis. They aspire to act as a voice for local BC 
farmers and technical growers, blazing a trail so that 
others can follow in their path and  participate in the 
legal Canadian cannabis community.

Tantalus Labs is developing a British Columbian 
nexus for cannabis technology, agricultural best 
practice, and sustainable production methodology 
for the future of this industry. They advocate at 
every level of government to ensure that BC takes 
its rightful place at the forefront of a sustainable, 
regulated, and safe Canadian cannabis industry.
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